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State of Ohio:  Annual Report
Date of Report:  MAEOPP November 2008 meeting 
Annual Report 2007-2008:
· This past year has proven to be both successful and eventful.  Under the theme, Policy, Politics & Partnerships, much as has been accomplished and the business of the Association has been furthered by the work of many dedicated professionals.  As a result, the doors of opportunities for our families and Ohio TRIO have greatly been increased.  
A summary of the year follows:
· Organizational:
· Name Change:

· After a deliberative, measured process spanning over two years – the Ohio Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel (OAEOPP) has officially become Ohio TRIO, effective October 13, 2008.
· 501(c) status was secured. 

· Quarterly membership meetings were held to focus on strategic planning, Association business, dialogue on opportunities and challenges, and advocacy. 

· The Administrative Director position continued through July 2008, occupied by Dan Schneider.  This role of highly instrumental in allowing the Association to reach many accomplishments this year.  Dan Schneider’s efforts are great appreciated and it is our hope to find future funding to continue this role.

· Brand Momentum marketing firm was enlisted to assist the Association in building a brand and marketing image. 

· Financial integrity was further secured through the leadership of the Treasurer, Amy Reed, and the Finance Committee.

· Two Ad Hoc committees created – Name Change committee, lead by Brenda Payne-Riley and the Fund Development committee.  

· Executive Board participated in Compression Planning training. 

· Strategic Plan: 

· The Association has successful met all 5 strategic goals set forth five years ago!  

· The Association Development  & Planning committee is currently working to develop the next phase for the Strategic Plan

· Conferences:

· OAEOPP Student Leadership Conference (February) :

· 415 participants came together for a fantastic SLC!   Highlights included:

· Continued partnership with the American Management  Association Operation Enterprise to provide the workshops and facilitators 

· Inaugural TRIO Leadership Awards, 12 students were nominated

· TRIO Alumni – Dr. Elaine Richardson & Angela Cornelius, served as keynote speakers

· Inaugural Alumni Mixer was held to engage alumni with students in a networking format

· The OAEOPP New Professional Award was officially named the Louis Brownlowe Award

· TRIO Professionals in attendance participated in engaging workshops to learn the history, activities, and opportunities for involvement with OAEOPP, MAEOPP, etc.

· Special thanks to Mike Beckett & Dorlisa Coe, Ohio Wesleyan Super Stars!

· OAEOPP Professional Leadership Conference:
· Over 100 professionals came together for an exciting state conference.  
· Chancellor Eric Fingerhut served as plenary speaker 

· CJ Prentiss, Special Assistant to the Governor and former state senator, served as plenary regarding the African American male initiative in Ohio 

· MAEOPP President Joe Flores provided remarks and great stories 

· Continuing Education Credits (two) for workshops provided

· ARMS (Access, Retention, Matriculation & Success) Best Practices Showcase and Awards Banquet continued

· Joseph Lewis Award Winners:   Eddie Chambers & Phil Cathey

· James Rankin Award Winner:  Amanda Haney Cech

· Louis Brownlowe Award Winner:  Shalonda Degraffinried Whitmore 

· Marketing & Branding presentation occurred with special emphasis on name change for OAEOPP. 

· SSS proposal development session offered and USDA summer food training workshop offered

· Special thanks to Bonita Bembry and Bonnie Richardson-Berry

· Advocacy:
· 1st Annual State Policy Seminar, funded in part by COE (February 13):

· Ohio TRIO professionals visited the state house to share information about TRIO and raise awareness of TRIO at the state level; this is Phase 1 of a multiphase effort to increase awareness and strengthen TRIO relationships at the state level

· A general assembly meeting was also held in conjunction with the date.

· Policy Seminar (March 9-12):

· Ohio was well represented at Policy and held meaningful conversations with Senator Sherrod Brown’s office to continue to lead the fight for TRIO programs regarding reauthorization.  Senator Brown was instrumental in ending the UB evaluation. 

· State Senator Ray Miller also represented Ohio well as a speaker during the Leadership Summit.

· Partners in Access Breakfast (April 9):

· This event, in its second year, is an outgrowing from OAEOPP’s State Legislative breakfast.  We partner with the Ohio College Access Network, Ohio Association of College Admissions Counselors, Ohio Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, and GEAR-UP Ohio.

· The purpose of the event is to provide state leaders to learn about access work in Ohio.  Nearly 300 attended included many state legislators.  TRIO UB alumnus shared his story. 

· Chancellor Eric Fingerhut provided remarks and Governor Strickland declared April 9 as College Access Day in Ohio.  All TRIO programs were asked to share the news locally and recognize the day. 

· Legislator of Year Award presented to Senator Sherrod Brown, his leadership continued to serve TRIO throughout the authorization of HEOA.
· Delegate of TRIO professionals attended the hearings for HEOA in Cleveland, Ohio. 

· October:  Local state office visits were held around the state to continue to build a presence and increase the awareness of TRIO.  

· Several key meetings held with stakeholders across Ohio that includes:  Chancellor, Ohio Jobs & Family Services, Governor’s Office, OCAN, Ohio Board of Regents, GEAR-UP Ohio, National Association of Diversity Officers in Higher Education, as well as others. 

· Elections:

· Elections were finalized and we have a great new slate of officers for 2009:

· President, Gary Williams

· President-Elect, Dorlisa Coe (Former ELI)

· Secretary, Alexis Sherman

· Treasurer, Amy Reed

· Professional Development:

· In September, a Drive-In Professional Day and Membership Meeting was hold.  The target was to facilitate peer dialogue and review for the SSS programs in support of their proposal development.  Membership dialogue was also held.  The day was successful and will be considered to take place each fall. 
· Ohio ELI update:

· Ohio was well represented by Chris Welch, Sinclair Community College & Ashley Benson, Bowling Green State University!  We are proud of their work and look forward to their leadership in Ohio and beyond!  

· Ohio’s new ELI’s are:  Laquore Meadows & 
· Scholarship Winners:

· WSCC – Kristen Lowe, Board Scholarship

· BGSU – Terrell Johnson, Silas Purnell

This year has provided challenges, growth, opportunity and change for the Association.  It has truly been my honor to serve as president.   The most rewarding aspect has been working across the state with so many dedicated, compassionate, and amazing people who are united under the TRIO charge.    Words can hardly express my sincere appreciation for each person’s support, encouragement, and work on behalf of the Association.  

Just as we tell our students, we must remind ourselves that our potential is limitless as advocates for our students.  Though our plates and lives are full, our work must continue on behalf of every low income, first generation student in Ohio and beyond!  I encourage each of you to get involved, raise your voice and continue forward to open doors of opportunities for TRIO students. 

Thank you for the opportunity and honor to serve. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dana Lawless-Andric 
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