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Who We Are 
Ohio TRiO is a community of 

professionals committed to helping 
students who want to achieve success in 
school and in life. We work with TRiO 

and other educational opportunity 
programs that help participants prepare for 
and succeed in postsecondary education. 
TRiO programs receive funding from the 
United States Department of Education. 
We offer a variety of services to help our 

participants achieve success. Our 
participants come from low-income and 

working families, and most will be 
members of the first generation in their 
family to attend college. TRiO program 

services include the following:   

Financial Aid Information and 
Assistance 

Career Exploration and Planning 

Academic Advising 

College Information and College 
Placement 

Study Skills and Test Preparation 

Cultural Events 
Academic Instruction 

Dear Ohio TRiO Professionals: 

It is with great pride and anticipation that I begin my term of office as President of 
Ohio TRiO. 

As I begin my duties, I am mindful of our organizationôs history and achievements. 
I am extremely grateful for the groundwork achieved  by the previous  leaders and 
members of OAEOPP.  The work of these leaders has positioned Ohio TRiO as 
one of the premier professional organizations within the MAEOPP region and 
throughout the TRiO nation. 

My goal for the coming  year  will be to build on the successes  of our organization 
and to offer leadership in moving  forward.  In  conjunction  with  working  
toward our goals as outlined in the 2005-2009 Strategic Plan, I hope to 
concentrate my efforts on the following: 

Develop state and national legislator heightened awareness of TRiO 
programs through a process of membership involvement and written 
communication. 
Seek alternative sources of income for the purpose of increasing 
scholarship opportunities for our students. 
Seek stable income source to fund part-time Executive Director position 
for Ohio TRiO. 
Develop a functioning Ohio TRiO Alumni Association. 
Work to insure that Ohio TRiO remains a strong voice of advocacy on 
behalf of low-income/first generation students. 
Increase the involvement of and leadership opportunities for our newest 
Ohio TRiO members. 

I believe that these goals are ambitious;  they are attainable only with the 
continued support of experienced and new TRiO professional leadership.    

Please let me know how you will help. 

Gary  

Gary L. Williams 
President, Ohio TRiO 
Washington State Community College 
710 Colegate Drive 
Marietta, Ohio 45750 
740-374-8716 ext. 1875 
gwilliams@wscc.edu 



Submitted by Tiffany Laipply 

The Washington State 
Community College Upward 
Bound program recently 
collaborated on a Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day of Service 
grant with several Marietta 
College organizations and The 
Right Path of Washington 
County.  Two Upward Bound 
students began working on a 
planning committee with 
Marietta College students and 
other community organizers in 
November to plan a National 
Day of Service event to honor 
the late Dr. King. The 
committee met monthly prior 
to the event and Upward 
Bound students were there to 
voice their opinions and 
discuss the issues that local 
high school students would 
face when participating in 
such an event. Upward Bound 
students helped create a 

MySpace page for the event as 
well as put up posters and 
secure a D. J. 

The ñFeeding the Dream 
Challengeò took place on 
Saturday January 17 on the 
Marietta College Campus. 
Approximately 50 local college 
and high school students 
gathered to listen to speakers 
discuss Kingôs legacy before 
going out into the community 
to collect 1,328 non-perishable 
food items and $115 in cash 
for the Marietta Food Pantry. 
Upward Bound students 
helped by going door-to- door 
in a group and asking for 
donations. Participants then 
were invited to a dance that 
evening to celebrate the cause 
and hear the results of the 
food drive. 

Washington State Community College  

Upward Bound Students ñFeeding the Dreamò 
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Students from the Upward Bound program at Washington State Community 
College joined students at Marietta College to make a difference! 

Submitted by Sheila Weber 

The Opportunity Scholars Program staff recently took seven OSP 
students to the campus of West Virginia University in Morgantown, 

West Virginia. The WVU admissions office provided the OSP 
students a campus tour via the WVU traveling bus. They got to see 
the Creative Arts Center, the Coliseum, the Law School complex 
and most buildings on both the main campus and the Evansdale 

campus.  The students also had an opportunity to explore the 
Universityôs Student Union called the ñMountainlair.ò The 

Mountainlair houses a movie theater, a bowling alley, listening 
libraries, restaurants, and the bookstore. After getting their picture 
taken in front of Woodburn Hall, which is the oldest building on 
campus, the students were treated to a free ride on the Personal 

Rapid Transit (PRT) system. Several OSP students were so impressed 
with WVUôs campus, they are considering transferring there.  

WSCC OSPðConnecting Students to Campuses 

DID YOU KNOWé 

That there are 75 TRiO 
programs serving more than 

26,000 students in Ohio? 

TRiO programs include: 

 

Å Educational Opportunity Centers 

Å Educational Talent Search 

Å McNair 

Å Student Support Services 

Å Upward Bound 

Å Upward Bound Math Science 

Å Veteranôs Upward Bound 

Washington State Community College 
Student Support Services Visits WVU 

Students and staff from the Opportunity Scholars (SSS) program at  

Washington State Community College attend WVU 



Jefferson Community College Upward Bound Heads to D.C.   
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Submitted by Kristen Tucker 

It is not often that one can say he or she was there in person to witness history in the making, but thirty-six Jefferson County high school 
students can say just that. 

Jefferson Community College TRiO Upward Bound Project embarked upon a three day/two night visit at our nationôs capital to witness the 
Inauguration of our first African American President. It was decided by our project administration that it was not enough to simply watch it 
on television or read about it in the newspapers. This event warranted a personal experience for our participants.  

Program participants from Buckeye Local, Edison Local, Indian Creek, and Steubenville high schools knew this was a once-in-a-lifetime event, 
but they did not realize the magnitude until they were there. Despite shoulder-to-shoulder crowds, poor views, and stand-stills on 
Independence Avenue, our students responded positively to shouts from the locals, ñHappy Inauguration Day! Welcome to DC! Happy 
Obama Day!ò and the now famous, ñYes We Can!ò  

Keeping our group together among millions was not an easy task; however, we stayed together, stayed safe, and were happy to make it to the 
vicinity of the Washington Monument. ñIt was hectic and scary, but at the same time it was fun,ò says Edison Local sophomore Lara Shultz. 
Robert Hines, III, a junior at Steubenville High School, adds, ñWhen the crowd moved, you had to move; we were like a current in the water.ò  

Millions of Americans patiently awaited their turn to step foot on to the National Mall to catch even a glimpse of a jumbo-tron and to hear 
President Obama speak. Together, we embraced the moment for all it represents for our studentsô futures, our families, our communities, and 
the state of Ohio, the United States of America, and the world. Our kids were quickly inspired. ñItôs a privilege for me to attend the 
inauguration of the first African American President,ò says Hines. ñI am hopeful about the changes that will be taking place in our country.ò 

Our participants could have watched the Inauguration on television, but to be among the millions and to see the seas of people in the streets 
and on the National Mall--literally seeing the hope and pride in millions of faceséthatôs when they realized, ñThis is it; this IS history; we are 
hereòéand a transformation begins. 

On the evening of the Inauguration, our students joined other TRiO students for an Inaugural Ball sponsored by Travel Adventures, Inc. on 
the Spirit of Mt. Vernon as it cruised the Potomac River. Fellow Ohio TRiO students from Shaw High School in Cleveland were very friendly 
and interacted with our group of students for a memorable time.  

In addition to attending the Presidential Inauguration and a student Inaugural Ball, students explored their history through the American 
History Museum, enjoyed a guided tour of the monuments on the National Mall, and visiting Arlington National Cemetery before finishing 
our trip by meeting with Congressman Charlie Wilson of Ohioôs 6th District and touring the Capitol Building. Seeing the monuments were a 
highlight for most of our students. ñI liked seeing the Korean War Memorial the most because you could see what they were wearing, and it 
felt like you were there with them,ò remarks Hines. Christopher Ogden, a Buckeye Local sophomore, adds, ñIt was fun because we got to see 
the monuments. The trip was educational and historical, and I wouldnôt have had a chance to go if it wasnôt for Upward Bound.ò 

To continue the momentum of the trip, students will write and send a letter to President Obama to share their reflections of his Inauguration 
and what it meant to be there on that day. They will also share what change they hope will occur under his administration that will improve 
our country, our state, and the Ohio Valley. Our Upward Bound Project has initiated several fundraising campaigns to help offset the cost for 
this trip and future trips. To celebrate TRiO Day and to thank our local communities for their support, on February 28th students will 
embrace their role in changing our great country by improving our own communities through a service learning project. 

Witnessing History in the Making 

This is it; this 

IS history;  

we are here  


